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Copy of an Invoice given to J. GJiapman, Esq., July, 1846, hy Mr. SmitJi, 
of the firm of Nicol and Co., Bombay. The transaction took place in 
July, 1845, 

B. A. P. 

5 rash or 200 tons of salt = 5600 maunds, at) „,.„ „ „ 

150 rupees per rash j ''^" " " 

Duty 12 annas per maund 4200 

Carriage hire from Tannah to Bombay 15 2 

Freight to Calcutta, 350 rupees per rash 1750 

6715 2 
The cost of this salt, inohiding carriage, but exchisive of Excise 
duty, to the purchaser's door, was a decimal more than 4^ J. per cwt., 
and inclusive of the Excise duty of 12 annas per maund, the price for 
shipment to Calcutta was 2s. b'^d. per cwt., or 49s. 8(i. per ton. 



The Influence of Education, shoivn Ijy facts recorded in the Criminal 
Tables for 1845 and 1846. By G. R. Porter, Esq., F.R.S. 

[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association at Oxford, 
24th June, 1847.] 

It would be contrary to the rules laid down for the guidance of this 
Section of the Association to enter upon the region of opinion and to 
discuss the merits of many among the various questions connected with 
social economy that from time to time are found to agitate the 
community. But it falls strictly within those rules to bring forward 
facts tipon which, and upon which alone, those questions can safely 
be determined. The motto "Aliis Exterendum," assumed by the 
Statistical Society of London, sufficiently marks our purpose and 
defines our limits, and seems to call upon us to furnish our garner 
with sheaves of facts, whence others may thresh out the grain that 
must nourish and sustain the luoral frame of society. 

It appears to me that the attention of the Section can, at this 
time especially, be well bestowed upon the examination of facts 
that have a direct and important bearing upon the very grave 
question that has of late excited the minds of all thinking persons 
in the community, the question of the effect that may be expected 
to be produced upon our records of criminality by effectually carrying 
out the means required for providing a sound moral education for 
the mass of the coiumunity. 

On a former occasion, and almost at the commencement of its 
existence, I was led to offer to the Statistical Society of London 
the result of an examination into certain facts then recently brought 
forward by M. Guerry, in his "Essay on the Moral Statistics of 
France," and showed, from an extension of those facts over a wider 
field in point of time than that which M. Guerry had embraced, 
that the theory which they were supposed to establish had no 
existence in truth, but that it was at variance with the conclusion 
which alone could be correctly drawn from the premises. It must 
be at all times dangerous to base any theory upon a solitary case, a 
remark especially true with regard to questions of morals, which are 
peculiarly liable to be influenced by disturbing causes. This should 
make us anxious on all occasions to multiply our store of instances 
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as the safest means of avoiding error, and almost the only way of 
approaching to the point of certainty. 

Since the time to which I have here alluded, and probably in con- 
sequence of the discussions that then arose upon the subject, the 
criminal statistics of this country have been made to impart a greater 
amount of information than they had previously given, and especially 
with reference to the degree of instruction that has been imparted 
to persons brought before the bar of justice. I have elsewhere brought 
forward the result exhibited by that classification in the six years 
ending with 1841, and shall not now revert, with any degree of 
minuteness, to the experience of those years. It may be well, how- 
ever, to show the number of educated persons charged with ofiences in 
England and Wales during those years, and to give the proportions 
which they bore to the whole numbers accused, continuing the table to 
the end of 1846, and thus embracing a period of eleven years. 





Total 
number charged 
with Offences. 


Total. 


Numher of Per- 
sons superiorly 
Instructed. 


Total. 


Centesimal Pro- 
portions which 
the Educated 

bore to the 

whole Number 

accused. 




Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females 


1836,,., 
1837.... 
1838.... 
1839.... 
1840.... 
1841..., 
1842,... 
1843.... 
1844.... 
1845.... 
1846.... 


17,248 
19,407 
18,905 
19,831 
21,975 
22,560 
25,740 
24,251 
21,549 
19,341 
19,850 


3,736 
4,205 
4,189 
4,612 
5,212 
5,200 
5,569 
5,340 
4,993 
4,962 
5,257 


20,984 
23,612 
23,094 
24,443 
27,187 
27,760 
31,309 
29,591 
26,542 
24,303 
25,107 


176 

98 

74 

74 

100 

126 

65 

134 

109 

86 

83 


15 
3 
5 
4 
1 

4 
6 
2 
3 

2 


191 
101 

79 

78 

101 

126 

69 

140 

111 

89 

85 


0-91 
0-43 
0-34 
0-32 
0-37 
0-45 
0-22 
0-47 
0-42 
0-37 
0'34 


Average..,, 


20,969 4,843 


25,812 


102 


4 


106 


0-41 



I have given, in an appendix, a statement of the number of 
persons instructed beyond reading and writing who were acciised 
of offences in the several counties of England and Wales, during 
each of the eleven years, from which it will be seen that of the 
fifty-two counties there were only 

7 which furnished cases of that description in each one of the years 
3 which furnished such cases in 10 of the 11 years 
2 j» 9 ,, 



7 which, during the whole period, furnished no cause of accusation against 
' educated persons. 

52 

From this statement we find that on the average more than one-half 
of the counties have in each year failed to furnish any such accusation. 
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It thus appears that while among the male population generally, 
one person in every 370 was, on an average, yearly eliarged with an 
ofifence, and that while among the females that average was one in 
1680, taking the population of 1841; there were of persons educated 
beyond reading and writing no more than one accused in 76,227 of 
the male, and one in 2,034,133 of the female population. 

I now proceed to a more particular examination of the returns 
in this respect for the years 1845 and 1846, and am enabled to do 
this satisfactorily through the kindness of my friend Mr. Redgrave, 
to whom the public is greatly indebted for his enlightened labours 
in this most interesting branch of inquiry. 

It has been seen that out of 24,303 persons (19,341 males and 
4,962 females,) accused of crimes in 1845, there were no more than 
89, viz. 86 males and 3 females, to whom instruction beyond its 
merest elements had been imparted, and that in 1846 the number 
of such persons was no greater than 85, of whom two were females, 
out of 25,107 accused (19,850 males and 5,257 females). In 1845 
the number of persons so instructed who were convicted was only 45, 
one of these being a female. They were tried and convicted in the 
following counties : — 

Persons, 

Bucks 2 

Cambridge 1 

Chester 2 

Cornwall 1 

Devon , 2 

Dorset 2 

Essex 2 

Gloucester with Bristol 3 

Kent 1 

Lancaster 6 

Middlesex 3 



Northumberland 


Persons. 

2 

2 


Stafford 


2 


Suffolk 


1 


Surrey 

Sussex 

Warwick 


1 

I 

4 


Wilts 


2 


Worcester 

York 


I 

,., 3(1 female.) 


Anglesea 


1 



The proportion of these convicts to the population of the several 
counties, as enumerated, in 1841 was— 



Bucks 1 in 77,991 



Cambridge 

Chester 

Cornwall 

Devon 

Dorset 

Essex 

Gloucester with Bristol..., 

Kent 

Lancaster 



164,459 
197,830 
341,279 
266,730 
87,521 
172,490 
143,796 
548,337 
277,842 



Middlesex ,, 525,545 



Northumberland 1 in 125,139 

Southampton , 177,502 

Stafford „ 255,252 

Suffolk „ 315,073 

Surrey „ 582,678 

Sussex „ 299,753 

Wai-wick 100,429 

Wilts „ 65,246 

Worcester „ 233,336 

York „ 530,493 

Anglesea „ 50,891 



It thus appears that in the year 1 845, twenty-two counties of 
England and Wales, comprising a population of 11,183,718 persons, 
furnished 45 convicts who had received instruction more than reading 
and writing, while the remaining thirty counties, containing 4,728,039 
inhabitants, did not furnish one case where that amount of advantage 
had been imparted. Further, of the 8,136,533 females living in 
England and Wales, only unto one of those who were adjudged 
to have outraged the laws of her country, had the page of knowledge 
been opened. 
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In 1846, although the number of educated persons accused was 



fewer than in 1845 by 4, 



the number of convictions among them 

These were 



was greater by 3 persons, it having amounted to 48. 
furnished by 



Persons. 

Cambridge 1 

Chester < 3 

Devon 2 

Essex 2 

Gloucester with Bristol 2 

Hertford 2 

Kent 1 

Lancaster 7 

Lincoln 1 

Middlesex 1 



Persons. 

Northampton 2 

Northumberland 1 

Somerset 1 (a female.) 

Southampton 4 

Stafford 6 

Suffollc 1 

Warwick 5 

Wilts 1 

Worcester 2 

York 3 

The proportions of these to the populations of the counties, were : — 



Cambridge 1 in 164,459 

Chester , 131,886 

Devon , 266,730 

Essex „ 172,490 

Gloucester with Bristol „ 215,691 

Hertford „ 78,603 

Kent 548,337 

Lancaster ,, 238,150 

Lincoln „ 362,602 

Middlesex „ 1,576,636 



Northampton 1 in 99,614 



Northumberland 

Somerset 

Southampton 

Stafford 

Suffolk 

Warwick 

Wilts 

Worcester , 

York 



250,278 

435,982 

88,751 

85,084 

315,073 

80,343 

130,492 

116,668 

530,493 



The 48 educated criminals convicted in 1846 were furnished by 
twenty English counties, leaving an equal number of English counties, 
as well as all the twelve counties in the Principality, altogether free 
from crime on the part of educated persons. The twenty English 
counties in which the 48 were convicted contained, in 1841, a 
population of 10,733,110, while the remaining twenty English 
counties and "Wales contained 6,178,647 inhabitants. In 1846, 
equally with 1845, out of the whole female population of 8,-136,533 
with their increase since 1841, only one that had been educated 
was adjudged deserving of punishment by the laws of her country. 

There were fifteen English counties, viz:— 



Bedford 


Hereford 


Nottingham 


Berks 


Huntingdon 


Oxford 


Cumberland 


Leicester 


Rutland 


Derby- 


Monmouth 


Salop 


Durham 


Norfolk 


Westmoreland 



in which no educated person was convicted in either 1845 or 1846. 
Four other English counties, viz: — 

Hertford, Lincoln, Northampton, and Somerset, 

were equally exempt in 1845, and five others, viz:— 

Bucks, Cornwall, Dorset, Surrey, and Sussex, 

furnished no educated convict in 1846. The single county where, 
1845, an educated female was convicted, was York. The case 
of a person aged 21, guilty of petty larceny, who was 
to imprisonment for one month. The solitary female case 
1846 occurred in Somerset. It was that of a person aged 36 
convicted of fraud, who was imprisoned for seven months. 



m 

was that 

sentenced 

in 
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The following table shows the nature of the crimes committed 
by 93 educated persons in the two years 1845 and 1846, and the 
ages of the parties convicted. It will be seen that there was not one 
among them below the age of 15, although in 1845 the number of 
charges against uneducated persons of that age was 1,549, while in 
1846 it was 1,640. At the next period of life, i.e., between 15 and 20, 
the number of uneducated persons accused was 5,850 in 1845 and 
6,136 in 1846, while the number of educated persons accMS«(^ between 
these ages was, in 1845, 12, and in 1846 only 2, of whom 4 only 
were convicted in 1845 and the 2 in 1846. 



1845. 





W5 


! 


1 

O 


1 

>0 


1 


a 

i 


1 

g 


1 


3 


Murder 

Manslaughter 

Assault (common) 

Burglary and House-l 
breaking, and Curtil- > 
age-breaking j 

Unnatural Misdemeanour 






"2 

I 

"7 
2 

1 


i 

1 

'3 
2 

1 


1 

"i 

"2 
"ii 

.... 


1 

2 

1 

1 
1 


"ii 

1 

"i 

2 


2 
2 


3 

1 
7 

2 

1 

18 


Embezzlement 

Fraud 

Forgery and Uttering) 

Forged Instruments ..../ 
Conspiring to Defraud .... 
Disturbing a Religious 

Congregation / 

Libel 


5 
1 

4 

1 
1 
1 


Total 




4 


13 


8 


5 


6 


5 


4 


4fi 







1846. 



Manslaughter 

Assault, (common) 

Burglary 

Bigamy 

Shop-breaking 

Larceny 

Embezzlement 

Receiving Stolen Goods .... 
Stealing Money Letters .... 

Fraud 

Riot 

Forgery and Uttering) 

Forged Instruments ....J 

Uttering Counterfeit Coin 

Libel 



Total. 



12 



3 
1 
1 

"2 
3 

ii 
11 



3 
"i 

6 

I 

"i 

3 
1 

16 



1 
6 
1 
2 
1 
14 
3 
2 
1 
5 
1 



48 
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The almost absence of cases of educated females from among our 
criminal population appears the more striking from the circumstance 
that the proportion of commitments among females generally in 
England and Wales has been of late increasing. The numbers of 
females committed during each of the seven years ending with 1 846, 
is given by Mr. Redgrave, together with the proportion which they 
bore to the commitments among the males, as follows: — 





Females. 


1840 


Committed 5,212, or 23-7 to 100 males 


1841 


, 5,200 „ 23-0 „ 


1842 


5,569 „ 21-6 


1843 


, 5,340 „ 22-0 „ 


1844 


4,993 „ 33-1 „ 


1845 


„ 4,962 „ 25-6 „ 


1846 


5,257 „ 26-5 



The proportions vary, of course, in different coimties, but there 
is no single county of either England or Wales, which fails in any 
year, and in some degree, to contribute from among its female popu- 
lation to the records of crime. We have seen, however, that in each 
of the two years 1845 and 1846 only one county in both England 
and Wales so contributed from among its educated females. The 
number of such who were accused in each of the above seven years 
was — 

1840 1 or 1 in 5,212 of the whole number of females 

1841 not one 

1842 4 or 1 in 1,392 „ „ 

1843 6 „ 890 „ „ 

1844 2 „ 2,996 „ 

1845 3 „ 1,654 „ „ 

1846 2 ,, 2,628 

SO that, during seven years, the proportion of educated females to the 
whole number of that sex who were accused of offences has been as 
1 to 2029, while their average yearly proportion to the whole female 
population has been no more than 1 in 3,162,453. 

A table is given in the Appendix which shows that during the 
eleven years from 1836 to 1846 in which the Criminal Returns have 
been made to indicate the intellectual condition of persons accused 
of offences, there have been twenty counties in England and eleven 
of the Welsh counties in which not one educated female has been 
called before a criminal tribunal. In the twenty English coimties 
and one Welsh county for which this immunity cannot be claimed, 
there were eleven (ten English and the one Welsh county), in each 
of which only one offence was charged against any educated female 
during the whole period; three counties in each of which only 2 
such females were accused in all that time; four counties in each 
of which three such charges were brought during the eleven years; 
two counties in each of which offences were charged against 4 
educated females; and one county, York, where, in the period stated, 
8 such females were accused. 

In the thirty-one counties of England and Wales thus honourably 
exempted during the whole period for which we have any records 
of the kind, there were, in 1841, 2,617,653 females. The remaining 
counties then contained 5,518,880 females, and we therefore find 

VOL. X. PART IV. Y 
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that the yearly proportion of accusations against educated females 
to the whole female population of the counties in which they were 
made, has been only 1 in 1,349,059. 

On the average, only one in seventeen of the fifty-two counties of 
England and Wales has furnished yearly, during eleven years, any 
criminal charge against an educated female. 

It wotild be quite out of place to enter here upon any inquiry 
concerning the proportionate tendency to crime in the two sexes. 
It cannot he pretended that this proportion is correctly indicated 
by the figures here brought forward, that, in other words, the tendency 
is twenty-five-fold in educated males more than it amounts to in 
educated females. The fact is palpable, that females, and especially 
those of them who, having received a good education, may be supposed 
to belong in great part to the easy classes, are not assailed by the 
same temptations to evil-doing which try the characters of men and of 
the less fortunate among women. For the most part, educated 
females are either of independent means of living or are supported 
by their natural guardians, or being married are maintained by the 
exertions of husbands, advantages which are shared in some, but 
that a far inferior degree by a great proportion of the female popula- 
tion. If, happily, the general intelligence of the peoj)le should be 
secured by means of education, one thing that would assuredly result 
from the change would be, the lessening of the number of females 
who are thrown upon their own resources, and who must in some 
way provide for their daily wants. Few men, who, by their intelli- 
gence, should be enabled to provide for the wants of their sisters 
and daughters, would leave them to buffet with the world; still 
fewer would allow their wives to apply themselves to any labours 
save those of their own household, upon the due performance of 
which so much of human happiness depends. 

Tlie table already given, in which the ages of educated convicts 
are shown, specifies also the crimes of which they were convicted. 
These have been few in number, and, with some exceptions, not very 
heinous in their nature. 

In 1845 there were 3 for Murder — the whole number convicted of that crime being 19, 
of whom 12 were executed and 7 pardoned 

1 for Manslaughter — the whole number convicted thereof being 80 
7 ,, Assaults ,, ,, 604 

2 „ Burglary and House-breaking ,, 733 

1 „ An Unnatural Misdemeanour ,, 22 
18 „ Larceny „ „ 12,794 

5 „ Embezzlement ,, „ 254 

2 „ Fraud and Conspiring to Defraud ,, 349 
4 „ Forgery and Uttering Forged Instruments ,, 83 
1 ,, Disturbing a Religious Congregation) Included with Misde- 
1 „ Libel J meanours generally. 

45 

In 1846 there were 1 for Manslaughter out of a number amounting to 72 

„ 6 ,, Assaults „ „ 871 

.. 2 „ Bigamy „ „ G6 

„ 1 „ Burglary „ „ 180 

Carried over .... 10 
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Brought forward 10 



14 


„ Larceny 






13,331 


3 


„ Embezzlement 






281 


2 


,, Keceiving Stolen Goods 






271 




„ Stealing Money Letter 






15 




„ Fraud 






374 




„ Riot 






153 




„ Forgery and Uttering Forged Instruments 




91 




„ Uttering Counterfeit Coin 


&c. 




239 




„ Libel. (Included with Misdemeanours generally.) 
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The punishments to which educated convicts were sentenced in 
each of the two years were:— 



Death 

Transportation for life 

„ 15 years 

14 

10 

M 7 7, 

Imprisonment for 2 ,, 

,, 18 months 

I, 1 year 

„ 9 months 

»» 7 ,1 

)> 6 ,, 

M 5 ,r 

)i 4 „ 

j» o ir • 

ii 2 }, 

,, 6 weeks 

„ 1 month 

,, 14 days 

Fined ;e20 

10 

7 

3 .., 

,, One Shilling 

Judgment arrested and prisoner discharged 
Discharged on Sureties 



1845. 



1846. 



2 
2 
3 
8 
2 
1 
5 
2 
1 
8 

'3 
3 
2 

i 

1 

2 
1 
1 



45 



48 



The small number of persons to whom the blessing of education 
has been imparted, who are thus found to place themselves in positions 
to call down upon thetn any degree of punishment under the laws 
of their country, is calculated to inspire a doubt whether some con- 
siderable errors may not be committed on the part of those func- 
tionaries by whom the returns are made. I am assured, however, 
that every possible care is taken to prevent such errors, that statements 
are frequently and, whenever any doubts arise, are always sent back 
to the prisons for verification, but that they are never found erroneous, 
except in having sometimes included with the persons better instructed 

y2 
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some prisoners who read and write well, without having acquired 
any other branch of knowledge. In most cases the returns in this 
respect are examined by the Chaplains of prisons, whose competency 
for the task cannot be doubted. If, under these circumstances, we 
cannot rely upon the accuracy of the accounts, I know not upon 
what testimony any fact should be received. Before we can discredit 
these returns we must believe that a great number of men of education 
and high character throughout the country have entered into a 
conspiracy together to deceive the Government and the public, and 
that too, in a matter where they can have no interest in deceiving, 
and in which they can hardly be themselves deceived. It must be 
confessed that it would be difficult upon less reliable testimony to 
believe, that in the county of Middlesex, including the Metropolis 
with its two millions of inhabitants, exposed to temptations of such 
various kinds, there should have been in 1845 no more than three 
persons of education convicted of any crime, and that in 1846, there 
should have been only one such person rendered amenable to the 
laws of his country. It may indeed be said that only one such person 
was actually punished in either of the two years, for in 1845 one of 
the three convicted was discharged from custody, the judgment having 
been arrested, and another having been found guilty of an assault 
was fined only one shilling and discharged. This fact is rendered 
still more extraordinary when we consider that the proportion of 
well educated persons is probably much greater in the Metropolis 
than in any other part of the kingdom. On referring to the only 
test existing upon this subject, the return of the Registrar- General 
of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, stating the proportionate number 
of persons who affix a cross instead of their signature to marriage 
registers, we shall see, that while in all England the proportions so 
signing with crosses in each 100, are 32-4 males and 49'2 females, the 
proportions in the Metropolis are only 12'1 males and 24'8 females. 

It is perhaps equally calculated to produce surprise to find fifteen 
counties in England and eleven in Wales in which no person of good 
education was convicted of any crime during either of the years under 
examination. Among the English counties are some purely agri- 
cultural, as Bedford and Norfolk; others in which considerable 
manufactures are carried on, as Derby, Leicester, and Nottingham; 
and others, Durham and Monmouth, in which mining operations 
are extensively pursued. In the same favourable catalogue we find 
Oxfordshire, which will hardly be said to enjoy immunity from crime 
on the part of educated persons, through the fewness of the numbers 
of its population that come under that description. 

We have not, it is true, any means whereby to ascertain, with 
any degree of certainty, the proportion of the population of England 
generally, nor of any county in particular, who have received a good 
education, but it is difficult for a moment to conceive that even in 
Wiltshire, when in 1845 the proportion of well educated convicts 
was as 1 to 177 of the whole number convicted, those educated up 
to the assumed standard did not bear a manifold greater proportion 
than this to the entire population ; or that in Hertford, which fur- 
nished 149 convictions in 1846, only two of whom were of the 
educated class, the proportion of educated to uneducated persons 



1847.] 



The Influence of Education. 



S25 



should be as only 1 to 74. Still more difficult would it be to persuade 
ourselves that the proportion throughout England and Wales was, 
in 1845, as 1 educated to 386 of the entire population, that being 
the proportion between educated and uneducated criminals, or that 
such proportion in 1846 should be 1 to 376. The only test that has 
hitherto been applied upon any extensive basis, whereby to judge 
of the proportions of instructed and uninstructed persons, is that 
already alluded to, which is brought forward in the reports of the 
Kegistrar-General of the number of persons, male and female, who 
sign their marriage registers or who place a mark in tlie absence of 
ability to write their names. This, it mus( be evident, is no test 
of education as carried to the degree in which we are now considering 
it, since it would certainly include all who in the criminal registers 
are recorded as writing well, together with a large proportion of those 
who are classed as reading and writing imperfectly. 

The kindness of the Lord Advocate of Scotland enables me to 
present an analysis of the criminal returns for that part of the kingdom, 
so far as relates to well educated persons accused before the tribunals 
in 1846. 

The whole number of persons accused last year in Scotland were; — 
males 2,901, females 1,168, together 4,069. Scotland thus appears to 
have a slight advantage over England and Wales, where the number 
of charges brought before the tribunals amounted to 1 in 634 of the 
population, while in Scotland the proportion was 1 in 646. There is, 
however, another and not an unimportant aspect in which England 
has a decided advantage over Scotland, viz., the proportion of females 
included in the criminal calendars. Taking as the basis of the cal- 
culation the population returns of 1841, we find that in England 
charges were brought in 1846 against 1 in 369 of the male, and 1 
in 1,459 of the female population, whereas in Scotland the charges 
were brought against 1 in 428 males and 1 in 1,180 females. 

As respects instruction the Scottish returns for 1846 as presented 
to Parliament were as follows: — 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Thns^p who ronld npither read nor write 


680 

1,694 

554 

65 

8 


323 
730 
108 

4 
3 


903 


Those who read, or read and write, imperfectly 


2,424 
662 


Those liavinsr received superior instruction 


69 


Those whose instruction could not be ascertained 


11 


Total 


2,901 


1,168 


4,069 







On subjecting the returns to re-examination in order to furnish 
the details which I had requested, it appeared that the numbers 
in the instructed class were in reality only 62 males and 4 females, 
together 66, the other three cases being those of persons not instructed 
beyond reading and writing well. Of these 66 persons, 9 were 
discharged by the Lord Advocate and his deputies without trial, 
and these it may therefore be presumed were charged wrongfully; 
four cases were found on trial " not proven," five were acquitted, three 
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cases remained vindisposed of at the end of the year, and forty-five 
were tried and convicted. It is with these forty-five cases I now 
proceed to deal. 

I will first state briefly the whole number of committals, and the 
number among them who were well instructed during each of the 
eleven years from 1836 to 1846, thus affording materials for a com- 
parison in the like respect with England. 





Total Number 
Chargea with Offences. 


Number of Persons 
Superiorly Instructed. 


Centesimal Pro- 

poi-tions which 

the Etiucated bore 

to the 




Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


Accused. 


1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 ...-,.... 

1846 


2,223 
2,391 
2,609 
2,490 
2,866 
2,533 
3,025 
2,737 
2,617 
2,515 
2,901 


699 

735 

809 

919 

1,00(5 

1,029 

1,164 

878 

958 

1,022 

1,168 


54 
65 
91 
54 
67 
39 
88 
63 
36 
52 
62 


1 
3 
2 
3 

4 
3 
4 
1 
1 
3 
4 


1-83 
217 
2-72 
1-67 
1-83 
117 
2-19 
1-77 
1-03 
1-55 
1-62 



The yearly average number of committals was 3,572, and of 
educated persons among them 63'e3. The centesimal proportion 
has therefore averaged 1*78, or more than four times the proportion 
in England and Wales. The average number accused among the 
male population was 1 in every 472, and among the females 1 in 
every 1,460; while the educated were in the proportion of 1 in every 
20,358 males, and 1 in every 522,811 females. 

The 45 well instructed convicts were furnished by seventeen 
out of the thirty-two counties of Scotland (including the Orkneys, 
&c.), viz.:— 



Persons. 

Argyle < 5 

Ayr 1 

Berwick 2 

Dumbarton 1 

Dumfries 1 

Fife 1 

Forfar 1 

Lanark 9 

Linlithgow 4 



Persons. 

Nairn 1 

Zetland „ 1 

Renfrew 8 

Ross and Cromarty 1 

Roxburgh 4 

Selkirk 1 

Stirling 2 

Wigton 2 



The proportion of the persons thus convicted to the population 
of the several counties was: — 



Argyle 

Ayr 

Berwick 

Dumbarton . 

Dumfries 

Fife 

Forfar 

Lanark 

Linlithgow , 



in 


19,474 




164,356 




17,219 




44,296 




72,830 




140,140 




170,520 




47,441 




6,718 



Nairn 1 in 9,217 



Zetland 

Renfrew 

Ross and Cromarty 

Roxburgh 

Selkirk 

Stirling 

Wigton 



30,558 
19,396 
78,685 
11,506 
7,990 
41,028 
19,597 
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There were, in 1846, fifteen Scottish counties, with a population 
of 993,590, which did not furnish any well educated criminals. The 
3 educated females who were convicted were tried in the county 
of Lanark, all of them for theft. One, aged 46, was sentenced to 
transportation for seven years, and the other two, aged 28 and 38 
respectively, were each imprisoned for two months. 

It will be seen from the foregoing list of counties, that the educated 
class furnished no convicted offender in 



Aberdeen 


Edinburgh 


Kinross 


Banff 


Elgin and Moray 


Kirkcudbright 


Bute 


Haddington 


Peebles 


Caithness 


Inverness 


Perth 


Clackmannan 


Kincardine 


Sutherland. 



The nature of the crimes committed, and the ages of the 45 
educated persons by whom they were committed were : — 
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8 
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Housebreaking 








1 


2 








3 

2 


Fraud 










1 


"i 




.... 


Assaults 




"i 


i 


"3 


4 


3 


4 


1 


17 


Simple Theft „ 




3 


1 




3 


4 






11 


Riot 






1 


i 










2 


Malicious Offence 












i 






1 


Forgery 








1 




3 






4 


Uttering Counterfeit Coin 


... 
.... 










1 






1 


Embezzlement 


.... 




"2 












2 


Minor Offences 










"2 








2 


Total 




4 


5 


6 


12 


13 


4 


1 


45 







It thus appears, that in Scotland, as well as in England, there 
is not any criminality found among educated persons under 15 years, 
although the large proportion of 755 out of 4,069, or 18'55 per cent, 
of offences charged in Scotland applied to children under 16. In 
the next period of life, the number of well instructed persons com- 
mitted was 6, of whom 4 were convicted; the whole number at those 
ages was 971. Between 20 and 30, the whole number committed 
was 1,301, while among the educated of that period of life the number 
of committals was 17, and of convictions 11. The proportions approx- 
imate more nearly in the later years of life. Of persons between 
30 and 40, the total number committed was 636, of whom 17 were 
educated, and, of these, 12 were convicted. The total numbers 
between 40 and 50 were 319, of whom 17 were educated, and 13 
of these were convicted. Between 50 and 60 years the number of 
committals was 136, 6 of them being educated, and 4 of these being 
convicted. Of persons above 60 years of age there were committed 
45 persons, of whom only 1 was educated, and he was convicted 
of a simple assault and imprisoned for twenty days. 
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From the list already given of the crimes v?hcreof educated persons 
were convicted, it will be seen that they were not generally of a very 
serious character. 

3 were for Housebreaking — the whole number convicted of that crime was 247 
2 „ Fraud „ ,, 36 

17 ,, Assaults 

11 „ Simple Thefts 

2 „ Biot 

1 was for a Malicious Offence 

4 were for Forgery 

1 was for Uttering Counterfeit Coin 

2 were for Embezzlement 
2 „ Minor Offences 



639 


1,515 


» 58 


53 


„ 30 


„ 45 


., „ 27 


,. 81 



45 



The punishments to which they were sentenced were as follows: — 



Transportation — 10 years 2 

7 „ 4 



Imprisonment - 



- 1 year 

8 months . 
6 „ 
4 „ 
3 „ . 

2 „ 
40 days 3 

1 month 1 

3 weeks 1 

20 days 3 



25 



Brought forward 31 

Imprisonment — 10 days , 1 

8 , 1 



Fined ^20 0*. 

5 

4 

3 

2 2 

2 

1 

5 



Total, 



12 



45 



Carried over 31 

The larger proportion of well instructed criminals in Scotland as 
compared with England no doubt arises (in great part at least) from 
the more general spread of education in that part of the kingdom, 
and seems to imply, that if the people at large should become more 
enlightened, the advantage of education in restraining from evil 
courses might be found in some degree fallacious. It must be evident 
that in any community where a part only of the people are educated, 
that part will be placed in more advantageous circumstances than 
the remainder for obtaining honest employments, and that if the 
whole 'number were equally enlightened such comparative advantage 
must disappear, in which case the restraining influences that accom- 
pany^ knowledge must be in some degree lessened. Further than 
this, it is probable that the greater knowledge of the educated class 
gives greater facilities for escape from the consequences of vicious 
courses, and enables persons by artfulness, or by a knowledge of tlie 
law, to evade punishments which would fall upon the more ignorant 
although not really the more vicious. All this may be conceded, and 
a most liberal allowance may be made for these circumstances as well 
as for the greater proportion of ignorant persons in the community, 
and yet it will be difficult to bring into anything like agreement 
the difference between the numbers of educated and uneducated 
criminals. 
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The examination into -which I have been led of the criminal 
returns for England and Scotland, and the comparison which it was 
hardly possible to avoid making between them has been suggestive 
of some most interesting branches of investigation into which I cannot 
enter at this time, nor offer to them more than a cursory allusion. 

The returns have now for several years been made so as to dis- 
tinguish the nature of the offences committed into six different 
classes, viz.: — 

1. — Offences against persons. 

2. — Offences against property committed with violence. 

3. — Offences against property committed without violence. 

4. — Malicious offences against property. 

5. — Forgery and offences against the cvirrency. 

6. — Other offences, not included in the above classes. 

It appears that in 1846 the centesimal proportion of offences in 
England and Scotland in each of these classes was as follows:— 



1st class 

2nd 

3rd 

4th , 

5th 

6th 

All Classes. 



England and 
Wales. 



8-96 
6-00 
79-80 
0-83 
1-62 
2-79 



100- 



Scotland. 



25-43 

12-88 

49-69 

2-55 

2-50 

6-95 



100- 



The number of committals for each class of offences, in proportion 
to the population of each division of the country was (in 1846) as 
follows: — 



1st class 

2nd „ 

3rd „ 

4th „ 

5th „ 

6th 

All Classes 



England and 
Wales, 



1 in 



7,075 
10,558 
794 
76,132 
39,191 
22,698 



1 in 634 



Scotland. 



1 in 



2,541 
5,000 
1,295 
25,438 
25,688 
9,258 



1 in 



644 



It thus appears that the commission of offences generally is less 
frequent in proportion to population in Scotland than in England, 
and the advantage of Scotland is in this respect greater than would 
appear from the criminal records, because of the existence in that 
division of the kingdom of a public prosecutor, an officer wanting 
in England, where, consequently, many offences are committed 
without public notice, by reason of the unwillingness of private 
persons to undertake the unpleasant and, in many cases, the expensive 
task of prosecuting. 

It is shown by the above figures, that the unfavourable condition 
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of England in comparison with Scotland, is altogether confined to 
one class of offences, those against property committed witliout 
violence; in each of the other five classes the preponderance of evil 
is very greatly against Scotland. Thus, crimes against the person are 
more frequent in Scotland than in England, in any given proportion 
of the population in the ratio of 14 to 5. In the second class, offences 
against property committed with violence, the proportion is 2 to 1 
against Scotland. In the fourth class, malicious offences against 
property, the disadvantage to Scotland is as 3 to 1. Forgery and 
offences against the currency are also more frequent in proportion 
to population in Scotland than in England, in the ratio of nearly 
8 to 5; and in the sixth, or miscellaneous class of offences, the 
preponderance lies in the same direction, and is more than 11 to 5. 
That in the third class the preponderance of crime should be found 
against England should excite no surprise, when we consider how 
much greater the temptation is to invade the property of others in 
the richer than it can possibly be in the poorer division of the 
kingdom. 

There is one fact, made apparent by the public records, which 
may serve to throw some light upon the circumstance of the greater 
frequency of crimes of violence in Scotland as compared with England. 
The consumption per head of ardent spirits in Scotland is nearly five- 
fold what it amounts to in England. The population of Scotland 
in 1841 was 2,620,184, and the spirits consumed in 1846 amounted 
6,975,091 gallons, being an average quantity of 2'662 gallons for 
each individual, while in England a population of 15,911,757 con- 
sumed no more than 9,179,530 gallons, or 0'577 gallons for each. 

It is foreign to. my present object to pursue this branch of the 
subject any further. What has been said may serve to indicate how 
greatly man is the creature of circumstances, and how diffident we 
ought at all times to bo in putting forth as truth any conclusions 
at which we may have arrived concerning human actions, upon data 
but too likely to be insufficient to the purpose. 

Astonishing as the results here shown will probably appear to 
those persons who have not given much consideration to the subject, 
I will yet venture to suggest, that those results are not more 
favourable than we should have a right to expect, nay,, that they 
are far less so than we should be certain to experience, if the people 
were universally educated to the degree that is attainable as regards 
their moral capabilities. As a proof that this suggestion is not a 
mere dream, or a flattering fancy, I would venture to call attention 
to the moral condition of that portion of our fellow-subjects who 
form the population of Nova Scotia. In that province ample pro- 
vision is made for the education of every young person. For this 
purpose one-fifteenth part of the public revenue is every year set 
apart, in aid of still larger private contributions, and the result has 
long been most satisfactory. Owing to a want of faith in the efiicacy 
of these means for the repression of crime, the Legislature of the 
Province has provided Courts of Justice and constructed gaols in each 
county, and has authorized the appointment of gaolers; but here 
their task has ended, since it has not hitherto been found necessary 
to appoint any such functionary. My friend Mr. Mc Gregor, in his 
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excellent work on British America, written in 1833, thus incidentally 
speaks of the people of Nova Scotia. " It is a matter of doubt 
whether more general and useful knowledge, among all grades of 
the population, can be discovered in any country, than will be found 
to prevail in this province. Many of those born and educated in 
it have distinguished themselves^ not only at home but in diflferent 
parts of the world, and the natives generally possess a ready power 
of apprehension, a remarkably distinct knowledge of the general 
affairs of life, and the talent of adapting themselves to the circum- 
stances of such situations as chance, direction, or necessity may place 
them in." It appears that these our highly-favoured fellow-subjects 
are placed by the training of their minds and characters in a condition 
to bring home to their practical conviction that proverb which indeed 
meets with universal assent, but elsewhere is but too generally 
neglected in practice, that " Honesty is the best policy." Full of 
resources which have been imparted to him by his instructors, the 
Nova Scotian is, as Mr. Mc Gregor tells us, enabled to adapt himself 
to circumstances, and if one honest course be closed against him can 
open for himself another, looking beyond the present moment, and 
holding to the conviction that even as regards his worldly and 
temporal interests, he has everything to lose by swerving from the 
path of virtue. The man whose mind has not been opened is, on 
the contrary, cast down by the first disappointment that overtakes 
him ; under the pressure of his immediate wants he unhappily loses 
sight of the interests of the future, and too often yields himself, in 
the hopelessness of his inability, to the first temptation that besets 
his path. 

Statement of the number of Females instructed beyond Reading and Writing, 
who were accused of Offences in the several Counties of England and 
Wales in each Year, from, 1836 to 1846 inclusive. 





1836 


1837 


1838 


1839 


1810 


1841 


1842 


1843 


1844 


1845 


1846 






.. 
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• • 
.. 

'i 


'3 


'i 




'2 
1 

i 


1 
2 

i 

'i 
1 




'i 
'i 

'i 




Cambridge i . . . . 

Chester 




Derby 






Essex 




Gloucester (including Bristol) - , . 

Lancaster 

Middlesex (incli^ding London) .... 

Monmouth 

Northumberland 


'2 
2 
2 
1 


1 




1 


Staflbrd 




Surrey 








Warwick 

Wilts 

Worcester 

York 


6 

1 












■ 




lo 


3 


6 


4 


1 .. 


4 


6 


2 


3 


2 
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Offences charged against Persons Educated let/and Reading and Writing, in the 



COUNTIES. 



Sex. 



OFFENCES. 



Berks .... 
Bucks .... 

Cambridge 
Chester 



Cornwall 



Devon .... 



Dorset .... 



Essex .... 



Gloucester with Bristol 



Kent .... 
Lancaster 



Middlesex with London 



Fraud 

Murder .... 

Assault 

Fraud 

Forgery .... 
Larceny .... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Illegally taking possession of Wrecked 

Murder 

Larceny .... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Embezzlement 

Forgery .... 

Larceny .... 

Embezzlement .... 

Assault .... 

Attempting to commit Suicide .... 

xVssault 

Larceny .... 

Ditto 

Receiving Stolen Goods.,.. 
Housebreaking .... 

Larceny .... 

Embezzlement .... 

Larceny .... .... 

Assault, with an Unnatural Intent 

Assault 

Larceny .... 

Manslaughter 

Uttering a Forged Instrument .... 

Conspiracy to Defraud .... 

Embezzlement 

Disturbing a Religious Congregation 
Assault .... 

Ditto 

Assault, with intent to Ravish .... 
Embezzlement .... 

Assault 

Larceny .... 

Keeping a Disorderly House .... 

Uttering Forged Bill of Exchange 



Property 



Carried forward 



43 
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several Counties of England and Wales, in the year 1846, vAth the result of each case. 
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England and Wales, 



COUNTIES. 



Sex. 



OFFENCES. 



Brought forward ... 
Middlesex with London 

Monmonth 

Norfolk 

Northumberland 

»» »» 
Nottingham 

»i It 
Southampton 

» " 

ti t> 

Stafford 

tt ti 

It tt 

Suffolk 

tt tt 

tt tt 

Surrey 



43 



Warwick 



wats .... 

It 
Worcester 

ti 
tt 
York .... 



Anglesea 

»» 
Glamorgan 



Unnatural Misdemeanour 
Embezzlement .... 

Ditto 

Larceny 

Assault 

Ditto 

Larceny .... 

Assault 

Embezzlement .... 
Larceny .... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Assault .... .... .... 

Arson 

Libel 

Larceny 

Assault 

Larceny 

Ditto 

Larceny .... 
Embezzlement .... 

Larceny 

Receiving Stolen Goods 

Larceny 

Embezzlement 

Counterfeiting Foreign Silver Coin 

Mm-der 

Embezzlement 

Larceny 

Embezzlement .... 

Larceny 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Manslaughter 

Curtilage Breaking 

Larceny 

Ditto 

Attempting to Steal from the Person 

Receiving Stolen Goods 

Larceny .'.. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto „ 



Total, 1845 



86 
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Offences charged against Persons Educated bej/ond Heading and Writing, in the 



Sex. 



COUNTIES. 



<1 



OFFENCES. 



Bucks .... 

Cambridge 

Chester 



Cornwall 

ft 
Devon .... 



Dorset ... 

Essex ... 



Gloucester, with Bristol 



Heriford 



Kent .... 



Lancaster 



Lincoln .... ... 

Middlesex, with London 



Northampton .... 
II II 

Carried forward 



45 



43 

39 

21 

55 

31 

26 

39 

36 

45 

33 

38 

22 

44 

27 

31 

22 

40 

23 

52 

23 

20 

31 

35 

23 

26 

34 

43 

37 

45 

40 

22 

26 

47 

29 

22 

23 

19 

27 

29 

35 

56 

34 

50 

33 

31 



Forgery 

Uttering Counterfeit Coin 

Larceny .... 

Forgery 

Rape 

Libel 

Larceny .... 

Uttering Forged Receipt 

Riot and Assault 

Ditto 

Forgery .... 
Shop-breaking .... 
Manslaughter 
Larceny 

Ditto 

Maliciously wounding .... 
Assault .... 

Larceny 

Ditto 

Manslaughter 

Larceny .... 

Attempt to commit an Unnatui-al Crime 

Larceny .... 

Fraud 

Embezzlement .... 

Forging Request for Delivery of Goods 

Larceny .... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Forgery 

Ditto 

Manslaughter .... 

Larceny .... 

Burglary 

Bigamy .... 

Fraud 

Larceny .... 

Forgery .... 

Larceny .... 



imy .... 
Assault .... 
Forgery .... 
Assault .... 
Larceny .... 
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CNov. 
and Wales, 





Sex. 














COUNTIES. 






OFFENCES. 
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i 








s 
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Brought forward .... 


45 










Northumberland 


1 




35 


Assault 








Somerset 




i 


36 


Fraud 








Southampton 






23 


Forgery 








>» »» 






21 


Accessory to Murder .... 








>» It 


1 




42 


Assault 








97 »» 






45 


Uttering Forged Instrument 








»> l» 






18 


Stealing Money Letters 








»l >> 






27 


Murder 




... 




»> »^ 




1 


56 


Larceny 










Stafford 






36 


Ditto 


.... 








?» »» 






27 


Ditto 











fr »f 
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Abduction 










»» )» 






36 


Embezzlement 











>» " 






26 


Forgery 


.... 


... .... 






H 11 






45 


Manslaughter 




...i 






11 11 






40 


Assault 


... .... 


... 1... 






11 11 






32 


Forgery 


.... 








11 11 






29 


Fraud 










Suffolk 






59 


Larceny 


.... 








11 11 






24 


Manslaughter 


... .... 


... .... 






11 11 






28 


Fraud 










Surrey 






61 


Assault ...i 




... 


,., 




11 11 






45 


Do. 










i " " 






49 


"Murder .... 










Warwick 






22 


Larceny .... 










11 11 






24 


Embezzlement 










11 11 






25 


Receiving Stolen Goods.... 


... ...' 






11 11 






39 


Ditto. 








11 11 






26 


Larceny .... , 








11 11 


A 




24 


Fraud 








WUts 






27 


Do. 








Worcestei^ 






24 


Larceny .... 


... .... 






11 11 






20 


Do. , 




... 




11 11 






25 


Fraud 








11 11 






32 


Bigamy 








York 






33 


Larceny 








11 11 






40 


Do. 








11 11 






40 


Riot and Forcible Entry 









11 11 






29 


Larceny 


.... 






91 11 






24 


Embezzlement 





... 






83 


2 
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1 846. — (Confmued.) 
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Offences Oharged against Persons Educated heyond Beading and Writing, in 







Sex. 








COUNTIES. 








OFFENCES. 










1 


O 










1 


iS 


^ 






Argyle 








35 


Assault with intent to Ravisli 




» 


»» 






37 


Assault 






»» 


}j 






23 


Ditto 






»» 


»» 






37 


Theft by Housebreaking 






»» 


»» 






47 


Simple Theft 


^^ 




f r 


»» 






35 


Ditto 


.... 




»» 


»» 






30 


Fraud 






Ayr .... 


.... 






30 


Culpable Homicide 






»» 


»» 






29 


Riot, Breach of the Peace, &c .... 


... •■■• 




»» 


»» 






21 


Furious Driving 






Berwick 


.... 






50 


Assault 


... !••• 




»» 


»» 






38 


Ditto 







ji 


»» 






16 


Simple Theft 


... .... 




Dumbarton 


*..• 






28 


Theft by Housebreaking 


.... 




»» 


i» 






19 


Minor Offence 


... t... 




Dumfries 


.... .... 






47 


Malicious Offence 


.1. .... 




Edinburgh 


.... 






19 


Assault 






»» 


a 






42 


Stealing Letter from Post OflSce 


... 




Fife ,.., 








34 


Simple Theft 


... 
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»> 






23 


Fraud 







Forfar 

11 


»» 






37 
45 


Assault 

Simple Theft 






Haddington 
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Assault with intent to Ravish .... 






Inverness 


.... .... 






53 


Fraud 
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j> 






40 


Fraudulent Bankruptcy 


... 




}} 


»» 






44 


Breach of Peace 


... 




Lanark 








53 


Assault 







»» 


a 






30 


Theft by Housebreaking 


... 




»> 


t7 






15 


Simple Theft 






!f 


ty 






38 


Ditto 


... •.-■ 




f ) 


i; 






17 


Ditto 






IF 


)» 




"l 


46 


Ditto 


... ..■. 




»? 


tt 




1 


23 


Ditto 


... .... 




»f 


11 




1 


38 


Ditto 


.... 




»> 


11 






40 


Fraud 







>r 


If 






21 


Ditto 






M 


It 






27 


Forgery 







Linlithgow 


.... 






40 


Assault 






»» 


It 






29 


Ditto 






Carried forward .... 
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the several Counties of Scotland in the year 1846, with the results of each case. 
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[Nov. 



Scotkmd, 





Sex. 






COUNTIES. 








OFFENCES. 




•§ 


§ 


S 






^ 


f» 


^ 




Brought forwarcl .... 


36 


3 






Linlithgow , 






18 


Simple Theft , 


»» tt 






43 


Forgery 


Naira 






41 


Assault , 


ft ft 


1 


\[ 


20 


Ditto , 


Zetland 






21 


Biot , 


Perth 






28 


Murder 


Eenfrew 


^ , 


"l 


24 


Ditto 


tt Jt 






3fi 


Assault 


» tt 






45 


Ditto .... 


It ti 






63 


Ditto 


tt tt 






46 


Ditto „ 


t» tt 






29 


Ditto 


tt tt 






31 


Ditto 


tt It 






25 


Ditto 


tt tt 






42 


Simple Theft 


ts tt 






39 


Minor Offence 


Ross md Cromarty ,... 






18 


Assault , 


1-t tt 






25 


Embezzlement .... .,.. 


Roxburgh .... »... 






52 


Assault 


)} n 






36 


Ditto 


ij tt 
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Ditto 


11 11 






24 


Bmbezzlement , 


Selkirk 






40 
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43 


Ditto 


i> «y 






40 


Uttering Covmterfeit Coin 


Wigtown 






24 


Embezzlement ,. 


1.1 »» 






36 


Minor Offence , 


ToW 


62 
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l^iS.— {Continued. ) 
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Statement of the number of Persons instructed leyond Reading and Writing, 
ivho were accused of Offences in the several Counties of England and 
Wales in each year, from 1836 to 1846 inclusive. 
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1837 


1838 
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"4 
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8 
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"4 
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4 
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1 
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6 22 

7 '3 
6 I 
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2 
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6 
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3 
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9 
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Middlesex (including London) .. 
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8 
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Northumberland 
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Rutland 


•• 
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Suffolk 
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Denbigh 
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Pembrolce 
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